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Dear Lord Bradley 

 

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION NUMBER HL9796 

 

To ask His Majesty's Government whether they plan to revise Ofsted guidance that 
reportedly states that children with autism are at increased risk of being susceptible 
to extremism.  
 

Your recent Parliamentary Question has been passed to me for response as His 

Majesty’s Chief Inspector for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills. 

 

Keeping children safe is always our top priority. This includes protecting all children 

from the threat posed by extremists and extremism. As part of that, we want our 

inspectors to understand a wide variety of different circumstances in which children 

might be more susceptible to such threats. That is not about ‘labelling’ or ‘targeting’ 

children for any reason, it is so we can be better equipped to protect them from 

potential harm. 

 

Ofsted wants every child, including those with autism, to flourish and receive the 

best possible education and start in life. The framework by which we inspect both 

schools and teacher education emphasises the power of a strong education and the 

inclusion of every child. 

 

There is independent research which highlights the potential susceptibility of autistic 

children to extremist grooming.1 Jonathan Hall, the independent reviewer of 

terrorism legislation has also commented on the issue.2 

 
1 ‘Characteristics of autism spectrum disorder and susceptibility to radicalisation among young people: 

a qualitative study’, Florian Walter, Sarah Leonard, Suhel Miah & Jenny Shaw, December 2020, The 
Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology (Volume 32, 2021 – Issue 3: Violent extremism: A primer 

for mental health practitioners); 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/10.1080/14789949.2020.1854831#abstract. 
2 ‘’Staggeringly high’ number of autistic people on UK Prevent scheme’, The Guardian, July 2021; 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/jul/07/staggeringly-high-number-of-people-with-autism-
on-uk-prevent-scheme. 
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To clarify, the reference to autistic children is not part of Ofsted guidance but a brief 

speaking note within a wider package of training material for our inspectors. We 

believe that the brief reference in a much broader training module for our inspectors 

was balanced and appropriate. We think it is helpful and responsible to raise 

awareness among inspectors of circumstances in which children may be at greater 

risk.  

 

I hope you find this information helpful. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Martyn Oliver 

His Majesty’s Chief Inspector 


